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YUGOSLAV HYPERINFLATION PERIOD 1993/94:
THE USE OF STANDARD “A” AND “R” STAMPS IN
INTERNATIONAL POSTAL TRAFFIC

vwe o TPW AeueHuje HAC Jenu of,
B OKOHYOHO XMMNEepHHnauuje Koja

MO CBOM HWHTEH3WUTETY 3dy3WMd
yden/bMBO OpPYro MEecTo HA NIMCTH CBETCKMUX
WH(pnauuja y 20. Beky, nocne mahapcke
HHpnaunje 13 1945. (Hemayka WHgNaALmMja
HO OBOj NIUCTW 30Y3MMO YETBPTO MECTO).

lepaH op  dpojHMx TparoBa, oap Yy
MOLUTOHCKOM  CMMCY, jecTe  MyLUTCHe
y ONTMLUOj MOLITOHCKMX MOpAKa des

HOMMWHQOHE BPEOHOCTH, OOHOCHO MAPAKA Ca
CNOBHWM O3HOKAMO KOje MMAjy Kypcupajyhy
BPEOHOCT, MOBE3aHYy Cd  MOLUTAHCKOM
TAPHUPOM 30 YHYTPALLHK caodpahayj.

PenoeHe nowTaHcke mapke ,AY wn R
E€MWUTOBOHE Ccy Yy apyrom Kkeaprtany 1993.
roguMHe, Kao OAroBOpP HA YecTe MnpomeHe
MOLUTAHCKKX TAPWUpA HOA OCHOBY oOnnyKe
YnpasHor opdopa 3ajepHuue JMNTT opf
31. mapta 1993. (MTT BecHuk, dpoj 9, 16.
anpun 1993). OBom Mepom je 3ajefHuLa
JOTT 3HOTHO onakwana ¢QyHKLHOHUCAHbE
MOLITAOHCKOI  CUCTEMA Yy  YHYTPALUHEM
caodpahajy, ¢ 0d3Mpom Ha To Ad je ca
NPOMEHOM TapHe ayTOMATCKU MEHOHA M
BPEOHOCT MOPKE CO CTIOBHOM O3HOKOM.

Bnagumup Munuh

ore than three decades have
M passed since the end of one of
the most brutal hyperinflations in

history - that holds the undisputed second
place on the list of the world’s worst infla-
tions of the 20th century, right after Hun-
gary's inflation 1945. (For context, Germa-
ny's famous hyperinflation ranks only the
fourth!). Among the many chaotic remnants
of that period, at least in postal terms, was
the introduction of postage stamps without
a fixed nominal value—stamps marked only
with letters, their worth fluctuating with the
ever-changing postal rates.

The “A” and “R” stamps were issued in the
second quarter of 1993 as an effective re-
sponse to the relentless changes in postal
rates based on the Decision of the Board of
the Yugoslav PTT Community on March 31st,
1993 (PTT Bulletin No. 9, April 16th, 1993).
With this measure, the Yugoslav Post Office
has significantly facilitated the functioning
of the postal system in domestic traffic, giv-
en that the value of the letter-designated
stamp will automatically change with every
hew postal rate.
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PeBoBHO MApPKA CO CTOBHOM O3HOKOM ,A”

OBO Mapka Oe3 O3HOYEeHe HOMWHONHe
BPEOHOCTHM, T3B. A-MOpPKd, MyLTEeHad
je 'y ontyuaj 4. anpuna 1993. roguHe.
HameHa Mapke je 3d  ppaHkUpdme
MUCMOHOCHMX  MOLUM/bOKO — MpBE  CcTOMne
Te)xmHe  (CTOHOOPOM30BAHO  MUCMO M
JOMUCHKULI) Y YHYTpdLWmbemM caodpahajy.
NcToBpemeHo, [03BO/MbOBA CE M3OABAHE
MCCOBHOI KOBEPTA CTaHAAPAHOr hopmaTa
CO YLUITOMMACGHOM MOPKOM Y LPBEHO] doju,
de3 03HaYeHe HOMMHONHE BPenHOCTH, Beh
COMO Ca CNOBHOM 03HAKOM ,A“ Koja he ce
KOPHWCTHUTH 30 TApHpHpare ycnyre npeHoca
MUCMa MpBE CTOMEe TeXWHE, MyTEM OOUYHOT
PYKOBOHKO Y YHYTPOLIHEM MOLUTAHCKOM
caodpahaijy.

PenoBHO MApPKA cO CTOBHOM O3HOKOM ,R“

[JBa Mmeceua KacHuje, 28. jyHa 1993,
€MUTOBOHA je Takohe MapKa de3 o3HaYeHe
HOMWHOMHE BPEOHOCTH, T3B. R-mapka,
KOjO je WMMana BPEeOHOCT jedHAKY YCIy3H
NPEenopyYeHor pPyKoBAHO Yy YHYTPOLUHEM
caodpahajy. NoBe3nBaEM LIEHE ycnyre 3d
0dMyHO nucmo y pomahem caodpahajy ca
+A-MOPKOM* U LEeHe ycnyre npenopyyvyeHor
pykoBawa Yy pomahem caodpahajy ca
~R-MapKomM*,  HbUXOBA  ynoTpedd  Huje
Yy MOTNYHOCTM OFPCHWYEHOA COMO  Ha
YHYTPALUHbKW MOLWTAHCKKU caodpahaj. Hanme,
YnaHoM 5. ucte oanyke, AE(PUHUCOHO je
cnepehe:

.CBe MapKe W BPEeAHOCHHWLEe 0e3 O3Ha4eHe
HOMWHOMHE BPEAHOCTM YMWje HW3OaBAHE
ce po3Bo/baBA OBOM Oanykom, mory ce
Yy OCHOBHM KOPHMCTHTM MW 3a MehyHApPOOHHM
MOLUTOHCKK caodpahaj, kKoo W 3d apyre
HOYWHE PYKOBAKO Of OBAE YTBPHEHMX,

Y3 AgonernbruBamhe OPYyrux PenoBHNUX
M TNPHUIOOHUX TMOWTAHCKHUX MApAKa cd
O3HAYEeHOM HOMHWHCOJTHOM Bpe}],HOLIJhy,

Yy BHMCHHW PpaHKAType npensuheHe 3a
oproeapajyhy nowTaHcKy ycnyry.“ OKOnHOCT
OO0 Cy Ce MPOMEeHe LEeHd MOLUTAHCKUX
yCnyra y XWnepuHgnaTtopHom nepuony
1993/94, y YHYTpdLWHeM U MehyHApoaHOM
MOLUTOHCKOM caodpahajy YTrNOBHOM
JeLlaBane UCTor AaHA, JOHeKe onaKLaBa
npernen U aHanuay ynotpede ,A-mapke” 1
+R-Mmapke” y mehyHOpOoOoHOM MOLUTOHCKOM
caodpahajy (tadena 1).

The “A” Stamp

This stamp, without a designhated nominal
value, known as the “A-stamp,” was issued
on April 4th, 1993. The purpose of the stamp
was to frank mail items of the first weight
category (standardized letters and post-
cards) in domestic postal traffic.

At the same time, the emission of a
mass-produced standard-format enve-
lope with an imprinted stamp in red, also
without a designated nominal value and
marked only with the letter “A,” was per-
mitted. This envelope was intended for
franking first-weight-category mail items
sent through ordinary handling in domestic
postal traffic.

The “R” Stamp

Two months later, on June 28th, 1993,
another stamp without a designated
nominal value, known as the “R-stamp,”
was issued. This stamp had a value equal to
the service charge for registered handling
in domestic postal traffic.

By linking the price of a domestic standard
letter service to the “A-stamp” and the
price of registered handling in domestic
traffic to the “R-stamp,” their usage was not
entirely restricted to domestic postal traffic.
Specifically, Article 5 of the same Decision
defines the following:

“All stamps and value labels without a
designated nominal value, authorized for
issuance by this Decision, may also be used
for international postal traffic, as well as
for other types of handling not specified
herein, by affixing additional regular or
commemorative postage stamps with a
designated nominal value, in the amount
required for the corresponding postal
service.”

The fact that postal service price changes
during the hyperinflationary period of
1993/94 occurred almost simultaneously
in domestic and international postal traffic
somewhat facilitates the review and
analysis of the use of the “A-stamp” and
“R-stamp” in international postal traffic
(Table 1).
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The “A” Stamp The “R” Stamp Validity period of

P EET) RIS Value Value "A" and "R" values
YUR dinar July 1st, 1992-September 29, 1993
1.1V 1993. 13.000 48.000 300 1.500 1-15. 1V 1993.
300 1.500 16-30. IV 1993.
16. 1V 1993. 25.000 84.000
700 3.700 1-7.V 1993.
700 3.700 8.V -2.VI1993.
S 000 120000 3.000 11.000 3-11.V11993.
12. V1 1993. 220.000 802.000 3.000 11.000 12. VI - 8. VII 1993.
9.VII1993. 770.000 2.805.000 10.500 38.500 9-20. VIl 1993.
21. VII 1993. 2.379.000 8.667.000 33.000 119.000 21. VII - 6. VIII 1993.
7. VI 1993. 10.700.000 39.100.000 150.000 550.000 7-19. VI 1993.
19. VIII 1993. 58.850.000 215.050.000 919.000 3.000.000 19-24. V111 1993.
25. VIII 1993. 10.700.000 39.100.000 150.000 550.000 25. VIII - 10. IX 1993.
11. 1X1993. 80.000.000 288.000.000 1.000.000 4.000.000 11-20. IX 1993.
21. 1X1993. 310.000.000 1.121.000.000 4.000.000 15.000.000 21-29.1X1993.
YUO dinar September 30, 1993-December 31, 1993
30. IX1993. 1.285 4.648 17 62 30. IX-15. X1993.
17 62 16-20. X 1993.
16. X 1993. 12.850 46.480
230 850 21-29. X 1993.
30. X 1993. 75.000 271.000 230 850 30. X - 5. X11993.
6. X11993. 241.000 870.000 230 850 6-10. X1 1993.
11. X1 1993. 375.000 1.353.000 6.400 23.600 11-26. X11993.
26. X11993. 5.620.000 20.295.000 100.000 350.000 26. X1 - 3. XI11993.
4. XI111993. 44.000.000 144.000.000 100.000 350.000 4-12. X111993.
13. X111993. 152.000.000 493.000.000 1.000.000 3.000.000 13-17. XI11993.
1.000.000 3.000.000 18-20. XI111993.
18. XI11993. 5.000.000.000 16.200.000.000
20.000.000 60.000.000 21-24. XI111993.
25. X111993. 60.000.000.000 200.000.000.000 500.000.000 1.500.000.000 25-28. XI11993.
29. XI11993. 560.000.000.000 1.850.000.000.000 25.000.000.000 75.000.000.000 29-31. XI11993.
1.11994. 560 1.850 25 75 1-6.11994.
7.11994. 8.512 28.120 600 1.800 7-12.11994.
13.11994. 170.000 550.000 20.000 60.000 13-21. 11994.
22.11994. 17.000.000 55.000.000 3.000.000 9.000.000 22-23.11994.

Tadena 1. Mpetneg WapugHUX GpomMmeHa y mehyHApogHOM tow iaHckom caodpahajy 1993/94. 3a odbuuyHo Gucmo u
ycnylty tpeliopyyeHol pyKoBama, y3 UapanenHu dpuka3 Kypcupajyhe BpegHocttuu ,, A-mapke” u ,,R-mapke*

Table 1. Overview of tariff changes in international postal rates in 1993/94 for ordinary letters and registered mail
services with a parallel presentation of the current value of the “A-stamp” and “R-stamp”

MehyTtum, kop netTapuday mehyHapogHom  However, in five rates in international post-
nowTaHCKkoMm  caodpahajy y nepuony  altrafficin the period 1993/94, the phenom-
1993/94, eBWMAOEHTHMPOHO je nojaBd Ad enon was recorded that the "A-stamp” and
+A-Mapka” n ,R-mapka” umajy pasnuumte  "R-stamp" had different nominal values in
HOMWHOMHE BPEOHOCTU Y jenHoj Tapudu,  single rate, which was a consequence of un-
WTO je nocnegMua HecuMHXpoHusoBaHe  synchronized rate’s changes.

TapHUpHE NpomeHe.
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NMPUMEPH YINOTPEBE

Mako je npoTekno BuwEe o TpwH
JeleHuje, MOLTAHCKU 0djekTH ynyheHu y
MHOCTPAHCTBO, O (PPOHKUMPAHK ,AY n R*
MCOPKAMO A0 CAA0 HUCY M30NOBAHH Yy MEpPH
KOO LUTO je TO CNyydj ca 0djeKTUMA KOju cy
(PPAHKMPAHU PEJOBHUM  MAPKAMO MK
HOMEMHWLOM Ca YLUTOMMNOHOM BpegHolhy
MOLUTOPHHE.

YUR BanyTtHu nepHopg,

Ha cnvum 1 je 0dMYHO HecTaHOApPAHO
MUCMO, MPBE TEXMHCKE cTorne, ynyheHo 13
MpuwTHHe y bpatucnaey, Cnosauka, 30. jyna
1993. MHUCMO je BULLECTPYKO PPAHKHPAHO ca
24  R-mapke” n pegosHom mapkom 50.000
YUR AMHOpPO, YHMME je MCMYHEH YCIOB M3
Opnyke YnpasHor opdopa 3djegHuue
JINTT op 31. mapta 1993. 0 HEOMNXOOHOCTH
JONEN/bUBAA PEAOBHE MAPKE 3d C/yyd|
aa ce ,R-MmapKd* KOPHUCTH 30 (PPAHKUPOHE
nucama y MmMehyHOpOOHOM MOLUTAOHCKOM
caodpahaijy.

MowTaHCcKa Tapudpa 3a 0dnyHOo
HEeCTOHOAPAHO MUCMO MPBE TeXHHCKE CTomne
naHocuna je 30. jyna 1993. rogrHe 2.886.000
YUR guvHOpa, OOK je HO Taj AOH BPEOHOCT
~R-mapke” nanocuna 119.000 YUR aguHapa.
HannaheHo je 24 x 119.000 + 50.000 =
2.906.000 YUR grHapa.

Republika Srbija

=Kosoveki cekrup=
MINISTARSTVO FRAVIDE

—Odsek u E%gj}éﬂ-

! u_":.;-.;- -“-’.in.v-._r‘r:;.." é%.

YR

W MINIGTERSIVO SPRAVEDLIVOSTI SLOVENSKLI

USAGE EXAMPLES

Although more than three decades have
passed, postal items sent abroad and
franked with "A" and "R" stamps have
not yet been isolated to the extent that is
the case with items franked with regular
stamps or a label with a printed postage
value.

YUR currency period

Figure 1. shows a typical non-standard let-
ter, first weight rate, sent from Pristina to
Bratislava, Slovakia, on July 30", 1993. The
letter was franked multiple times with 24
"R-stamps" and a regular stamp of 50,000
YUR dinars, to meet the condition of the
Board of Directors of March 31st, 1993. The
postal rate for a regular non-standard let-
ter, the first weight tier, was 2,886,000 YUR
dinars on July 30th, 1993, while on that day
the value of the "R-stamp" was 119,000 YUR
dinars. Paid was 24x119,000 + 50,000 =
2,906,000 YUR dinars.

JYTOCIABIL T

Cnuka 1. ObuyHo
GUCMO BUWECTPYKO
hpaHKUpaHO

ca 24, R-mapke*

Figure 1. Letter multiple
franked with
24 "R-stamps”
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YUO BanyTHHU nepHos,

OBHYHO MWCMO MNpPBE TEeXWHCKe cTone,
MPUKA3OHO HO cnvun 2, ynyheHo je u3
Beorpana vy LWeandax, Hemauka, 22.
HoBeMOpa 1993. TlowTdHCKA Tapuda 3a
n3Hocuna je 375.000 YUO aguHapa.

Y nutamy je UuenMHa ca  yLTAOMMIOHOM
+~A-MapKom®, uuja je Kypcupajyha BpeaHocT
Ha Taj AaH u3Hocuna 6.400 YUO guHapa.
,Octatak” Hepoctajyhe dpaHkatype vy
n3Hocy og 368.600 YUO guHapa HannaheH
je BepOBATHO Y FOTOBOM HOBLLY, O NOTBPAA O
TOME j€ HO HOMNEMHKULM KOjd je LUTAMMAHA 30
PYKOBCHE OOUYHUM MOLLU/BKAMO.

1103 BEGGRAD % ¥ JUGOSLAVIIA
2=11=92 {7H %368,600.
0050 105 0008 G

—'7%’/ 7L
T /7:-"7’ ('}’:’éz

-

YUO currency period

The regular letter, first weight tier, shown in
Figure 2. was sent from Belgrade to Schwal-
bach, Germany on November 22, 1993. The
postal rate for it was 375,000 YUO dinars.

It is a stationery with an imprinted
"A-stamp", whose current value on that day
was 6,400 YUO dinars. The "remainder"
of the missing franking in the amount of
368,600 YUO dinars was probably paid in
cash, and confirmation of this is on the label
printed for handling regular mail.

Cnuka 2. ObuyHo tGucmo
hpPaHKUPAHO YW AMUAHOM
»A-MapKom* u HanelHuuom

Bertywer 42")- oS

6 _f L2 Y Jc"/&]/ b/;arzé_
taeuté’f/{é;uc g

D -

L=

Figure 2. Regular letter
franked with an imprinted
"A-stamp" and a label

YUG BanyTHH nepuros,

Ha cnuum 3 je npenopyyeHo NMcMmo npse
TeXXMHCKe cTone, ynyheHo W3 lMnaHauwTa
y beu, Ayctpuja, 17. janyapa 1994. roguHe.
MowTaHCKa Tapuga 3d OOWYHO MHUCMO
npBe TeXHWHCKe cTone u3Hocuna je 170.000
YUG guHapad, OOK je ycnyra npenopyvyeHor
pykoeara M3Hocuna 550.000 YUG auHapa,
pakne, ykynHo 720.000 YUG pguHapa.
BpeoHocT  uenuHe  ca  YLWITOMMOHOM
+~A-maprkom* usHocuna je 20.000 YUG
OWHOpPO, [OOoK je BpegHocT ,R-mapke”
naHocuna 60.000 YUG guHapad. HannaheHo
je 1 x 20.000 + 12 x 60.000 = 740.000 YUG
AWHapa.

YUG currency period

Figure 3 shows a registered letter, first
weight tier, sent from Plandi$te to Vienna,
Austria, on January 17th, 1994. The postal
rate for a regular letter, first weight rate,
was 170,000 YUG dinars, while the regis-
tered handling service was 550,000 YUG
dinars, for a total of 720,000 YUG dinars.
The value of the stationery with the imprint-
ed "A-stamp" was 20,000 YUG dinars, while
the value of the "R-stamp" was 60,000
YUG dinars. The charge was 1x20,000 +
12x60,000 = 740,000 YUG dinars.
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MpUIMKOM  (PPOHKUPAG  0djeKTa  Huje
nocTynbeHo no Opayuu Kojo odasesyje

JONEen/bMBABE  OPYrMX  PEOOBHUX W
MPUIOAHMX  MOLUTOHCKMX  MAPOKA  cd
O3HOYEHOM  HOMMWHOMHOM  BpenHolwhy

Yy BHWCHMHKM paHKaType npeasuheHe 3a
oprosapadjyny nowTaHcky ycnyry. OBa
OAJ1YKA HWje MPAKTUYHO HW Morna gad dyae
MCMOLUTOBAHA Y3UMAjyhK y 003KP OKOMHOCT
A0 je HOMMWHOMHO BPEOHOCT MNPUrogHor
nsnama ,Kyhe“y YUG ouHapUma M3HOCKMNa
50, ogHocHo 0,07 npomwuna opf noTpedHe
Tapudpe! JoaaTHO, TAPHUEA MMCMA HA CIHLLA
3 MU3HOCH 8% Of, YKYMHOI TUPOXKA NPUrogHor
nspame ,Kyhe*, koju naHocu 9.000.000 YUG
AOnHapa - 45.000 cepuja og no 4 x 50 YUG
AuHapa!

Figure 3. Registered letter with multiple franking
with 12 "R-stamps" and a imprinted "A-stamp"

AyTtop ce 3axeasbyje WBaHy TaHrmy Ha
CYrecTujama NPUNMKOM NUCaHO OBOT TEKCTA.
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When franking the object, the Decision,
which requires the addition of other regular
and commemorative postage stamps with
a marked nominal value in the amount of
franking provided for the appropriate post-
al service, was not followed.

This decision could not practically be com-
plied with, taking into account the fact that
the nominal value of a single stamp of the
commemorative issue the “Houses” (the
single 1994. issue available) in YUG dinars
was 50, or 0.07 per mille of the required
rate! Additionally, the tariff of the letter
in Figure 3. is 8% of the total circulation of
the commemorative issue of the “Houses”,
which is 9,000,000 YUG dinars - 45,000 se-
ries of 4x50 YUG dinars!

Cnuka 3. lNMpetiopyyeHo UUCMO BUWeCipyKo
hpaHKupaHo ca 12 ,R-mapaka“ u ywiliamiuaHOM
,A-MapKom*“

The author thanks Ivan Tangl for his sugges-
tions during the writing of this text.
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